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Abstract—Sabzevar with an area of 19500 square kilometer is located in Northeast Iran, In Khorasan Razavi 

province. Northward, it is bounded to Quchan and Esfarayen, Eastward to Neyshabour, Southward to 

Kashmar and Shahrood and Westward to Semnan province. With a phonetic approach and after giving a short 

definition for ―dialect‖, this piece of writing attempts to introduce the most prominent phonetic processes of 

Sabzevari dialect –one of the Western new Iranian dialects- and introduce vocal changes of this dialect 

compared with Standard Persian. The findings of this research show that in Sabzevari dialect ―mutation‖ is 

the main phonetic process and ―metathesis‖ is of the lowest frequency. 

 

Index Terms—Iranian dialects, Sabzevari dialect, phonetic processes, vocal change 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Sabzevar with an area of 19500 square Kilometer is located in Northeast Iran, in Khorasan Razavi province. 

Northward, It is bounded to Quchan and Esfarayen, Eastward to Neyshabour, Southward to Kashmar and to Shahrood 

and Westward to Semnan province. 

Sabzevar city is located on Mashhad- Shahrood way with 950 m above sea level. It is 226 km from Sabzevar to 

Mashhad and 664 km to Tehran. It is bound to Joghatay Mountains on the North and to Koohmish on the south. There 

are fertile plains and prairies within the high lands. The most important seasonal river is Kalshoor originated from 

Binalood Mountains in North of Neyshaboor and flowing to the West. After Mongols invasion to Iran, Sabzevar was 

called Sarbedaran for a while to the memorial of its brave defendants called "Sarbedaran". It was also called" 

Sasoyeabad, Biyeh and Beihagh. 

Most people of Sabzevar and the surrounding villages talk in Sabzevari dialect which is a variety of modern western 

Iranian dialects. But in Northern villages different varieties of Turkish as well as Kurmanji are also prevalent. As other 

Iranian dialects and accents, Sabzevari dialect is moving backward affected by Standard Persian and only businessmen, 

craftsmen, and representatives of Sabzevar former generations talk it. 

Since "The major part of history and cultural identity of people is hidden in their language and dialect"(Cristal, 2006, 

P. 7) and as Oliver Vandel Holmes puts it, "Each dialect is a temple containing the soul of its speakers and guards 

them."(Cristal, same, P. 85) Dialectology, as a branch of applied linguistics holds a high position in modern linguistics. 

"Studying dialects and their various aspects not only provides raw materials for other language researches, but also can 

help comprehend other language universals. Therefo re the study of major phonetic processes in Sabzevari dialect and 

indicating their similarities and differences with standard Persian are the main subject of this article. 

It should be noted that the language data used in this study are mainly gathered through field study, that is recording 

illiterate or little-literate local native speakers talks and interviewing in addition to getting benefit of the linguistic 

perception of one of the writers who is the native speaker of Sabzevari dialect to have an even more precise analysis of 

the data. 

II.  DIALECT 

Dialect is sometimes defined as an incorrect and inferior variety of standard language common in remote regions. 

While in linguistic point of view, dialects are to be considered as language, even though they are not "Formal" 

languages. 

Dialects of a language are, in fact, varieties of that language with differences in phonetics, structure and vocabulary. 

If the difference among two or more variety is limited only to phonetics, they are called accents. Each language can 

have different dialects and accents and at the same time each dialect can have a variety of accents. 

Dialects are divided in two groups: Social and Local. Social dialects are those current among people with common 

social, economic or cultural positions. Local dialects are those common in different geographical regions. (Fathi, 2001, 

P. 1) 
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III.  LITERATURE 

"The history of systematized studies of dialects goes back to more than one century." (Mohebbi Bahmani, 2005, P. 21) 

a comprehensive list of the researches made on Iranian dialects are mentioned in "A list of Iranian languages and 

Accents" by Ross (1953) in the first chapter of the first volume of Iranzamin Glossary and" Iranian languages and 

accents bibliology : by Afshar (1955) in the first chapter of third volume of Iranzamin Glossary. 

Among the researches made on Sabzevari dialect so far, we can refer to: 

Mr. Behroz Ashnay Ghasemi Thesis for receiving Postgraduate Degree (1987) titled "Morphological Study of 

Sabzevari Dialect in First Volume of Kelidar" (Books 1&2) 

Parvin Sedayee Postgraduate thesis (1987) titled "Morphological Study of Sabzevari Dialect in First Volume of 

Kelidar " (Books 3&4)  

Zahra Safavi Mobarahan (1987) Postgraduate thesis titled: "Sabzevari Dialect in Kelidar" (Books 5&6)  

Yasaman Taghibeigi Postgraduate thesis (1987) titled "Morphological Study of Sabzevari Dialect in Kelidar" (Books 

7&8) and Alireza Sahebinezhad Postgraduate thesis (1994) titled "Study of Sabzevari Dialect" 

Azam Staji has studied Vocal Coordination in Sabzevari Dialect in the article with the same title. Other researches 

made in this regard are: "Linguistic Study of Sabzevar Dialect "(2002) by Abolfazl Broghani and "Sabzevar Local 

Glossary" including Sabzevari Dialect Vocabulary and Expressions with samples of local poem (1996) and "Analytical 

Glossary of Sabzevari Proverbs" (1999) written by Hassan Mohtasham. 

IV.  SABZEVARI DIALECT SOUND SYSTEM 

A.  Consonants 

As in Persian, this dialect contains 23 Consonants as follows. 
 

 
 

It should be noted that: 

a) Some words in this dialect are pronounced with more force like /qand/ in which phoneme q is pronounced with 

more force and is an allophone of /q/ and makes no meaning distinction. 

b) In some words (like /haykal/, phoneme /h/ is pronounced as in Arabic language which makes no meaningful 

distinction and therefore is considered an allophone. 

Points on Consonant Distribution: 

All existing Consonant in this dialect can appear at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of the word like their 

counterparts in Standard Persian. 

Phoneme/’/can be omitted in the middle and at the end of the word, as: /do'a/:/do’ā /:Pray, /šam’/ Candle /ša:m/: 

In Sabzevari dialect /h/ in the middle of the word is usually omitted as: /behtar/:/be:tar/ "Better" 

This phoneme is also omitted at the end of the word after phoneme/ā / like 

Well /čā/ Road and، /rā/ 

B.  Vowels 
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Like standard Persian, this dialect has 6 simple vowel (Short and long) as follows. 
 

SIMPLE VOWELS: 

 
 

DIPHTHONGS: THIS DIALECT HAS 8 DIPHTHONGS AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 

As in standard Persian, no word begins with vowel in this dialect. 

V.  MAJOR PHONETIC PROCESSES IN SABZEVARI DIALECT 

"Phonetic units affected by Syntagmatics are changed. These changes are called Phonetic processes." (Haghshenas, 

1992, P. 147) 

A.  Elision 

Sometimes under certain conditions a phone is omitted from speech chain. Generally there are two elision processes 

in language. 

1. Historical Elision: In which a phone is omitted from certain phonetic chains during the time, having passed 

historical procedures of the phone subject to certain historical-linguistic structures. (same, P. 157) 

2. Structural elision: which is pursuant to the language sound system and governs phone combination in speech chain, 

that is, whenever an syntagmatics between segments occur, that is contrary to the language sound system or seems 

difficult based on language phonetic nature, a phonetic unit is omitted from speech chain to solve the problem.(Same, P. 

158) beside historical and structural elision, there also exist some exceptional elisions for which no justification can be 

found. (Same,P. 159) 

a) Middle Elision: 
 

CONSONANT ELISION 

 
 

VOICED ELISION: 

 
 

VOWEL &CONSONANT ELISION: 

 
 

b). Ending Elision 
 

VOICED ELISION: 
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CONSONANT ELISION: 

 
 

B.  Addition 

Sometimes in certain conditions a phone (or a segment) is added to the speech chain. This process is called 

"Addition". Like elision, addition follows language sound systems. That is whenever a syntagmatics occurs between 

language segments which is regarded as heavy based on the language phonetic nature or is contrary to language sound 

system, a chain segment is added to speech chain to remove this problem.(Same) 

1. Beginning Addition: 

Sometimes an inflectional" b" is added to the beginning of past tense verbs. 
 

 
 

2. Middle Addition: 
 

VOWELS: 

 
 

CONSONANT: 

 
 

3. Ending Addition 
 

CONSONANT: 

 
 

C.  Vowel Harmony 

In vowel harmony a vowel affected by another vowel in adjacent syllable loses some of its phonetic features or takes 

the features of the adjacent vowel or takes features similar to that. Vowel harmony can be progressive or regressive. 

(Haghshenas, 1992, P. 155,156) 
 

SOME EXAMPLES OF PROGRESSIVE VOWEL HARMONY: 
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SOME EXAMPLES OF REGRESSIVE VOWEL HARMONY: 

 
 

D.  Assimilation 

Sometimes a consonant loses some of its phonetic features in syntagmatic with another consonant and takes the 

phonetic features of its adjacent consonant instead. This process, perhaps one of phonetic universals, is called" 

Assimilation". If this process causes one of consonants to turn completely into another consonant, it is called "Complete 

Assimilation". However, if the assimilation does not end in complete assimilation, then it is called "Partial 

Assimilation." (Same, P. 152) 

Assimilation can be progressive or regressive. In progressive assimilation of two syntagmatic consonants, the one in 

the first place remains fixed and unchanged and the one in the second place is assimilated. In regressive assimilation of 

two syntagmatic consonants, the one in the second place remains fixed and unchanged and the one in the first place is 

assimilated. 
 

INSTANCES OF COMPLETE ASSIMILATION: 

 
 

INSTANCES OF INCOMPLETE ASSIMILATION: 

 
 

E.  Consonant-vowel Assimilation 

It is possible that regressive and progressive assimilation occur between a syntagmatic consonant and vowel. This 

frequently happens in Persian. For instance, in syntagmatics with all palatal consonants/s/ ,/z/ ,/c/ and /j/ ,/e/ loses its 

half-closed feature and turns into "closed" although naturally they are pronounced closer than /e/ because they are 

consonants. (Same, P. 154) 
 

 
 

F.  Consonants Dissimilation 

In this process which is contrary to assimilation, a consonant, common with its syntagmatic consonant in one or some 

phonetic features loses some of its common features and gain other phonetic features. Dissimilation process can be 

progressive or regressive.(Same, P. 155). This process is much more unusual than assimilation.(Arlato , 1994, P.125) 

 

 
 

In all said above examples the assimilation is in regressive type. 

G.  Mutation 

"Sometimes in speech chain a chain segment turns into another segment with no justification within assimilation, 

dissimilation, vowel-consonant harmony or other processes. (Haghshenas, 1992, P. 160) This process is called 

"Mutation." The only justification for this process can be the inadequacy of phonetic chains. 

1). Vowel Mutation: 
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1-/A/→/E/ 

 
 

2- /A/→/O/ 

 
 

3-/E/→/I/ 

 
 

4- /E/→/A/ 

 
 

5- /E/→/O/ 

 
 

6-/O/→/Ā/ 

 
 

7- /Ā/ →/E/ 

 
 

8-/ā/→/o/ 

 
 

9- /Ā/→/A/ 

 
 

10-/U/→/E/ 

 
 

11- /U/→/O/ 

 
 

12- /U/→/I/ 
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13- /Ī /→/E/ 

 
 

14- /OW/→/Ā/ 

 
 

15- /Ā/→/Ū/ 

 
 

The word "Salam" "Hello" is an exception, it does not change. 
 

16- /A/→/U/ 

 
 

17- /O/→/U/ 

 
 

2) Consonant Mutation 
 

1- /M/→/N/ 

 
 

2- /B/→/P/ 

 
 

3- /B/→/V/ 

 
 

4- /P/→/F/ 

 
 

5-/T/→/D/ 

 
 

6- /Č/→/Y/ 
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7- /x/→/h/ 

 
 

8- /d/→/t/ 

 
 

9- /D/→/Z/ 

 
 

10- /D/→/Č/ 

 
 

11-/R/→/L/ 

 
 

12- /Z/→/J/ 

 
 

13- /S/→/Š/ 

 
 

14- /Ţ/→/J/ 

 
 

15- /K/→/G/ 

 
 

16- /G/→/K/ 

 
 

17- /V/→/F/ 

 
 

18- /V/→/Y/ 

 
 

19- /V/→/B/ 

 
 

20- /H/→/B/ 

 
 

21- /H/→/Q/ 
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22-/S/→/Z/ 

 
 

23- /L/→/R/ 

 
 

3). Sound Cluster Mutation to a Vowel 
 

 
 

H.  Metathesis 

Sometimes two consonants in a combination change their place by syntagmatic in a way first consonant takes the 

place of the second and the second consonant takes the place of the first. This process is called" Metathesis" 

(Haghshenas, 1972, P. 156) the frequency of this phonetic process which is a rather unusual type of sound change is low 

in Sabzevari dialect compared with other processes. 
 

 
 

Metathesis is also occurred in the second example. 

I.  Compensatory Lengthening 

A special type of change covering both vowels and consonants is a trend called "Compensatory Lengthening. When a 

vowel is followed by two consonants and one of consonants is omitted, the previous vowel is lengthened to compensate 

the omitted phoneme.(Arlato, 1994, P. 127) 
 

 
 

VI.  CONCLUSION 

The finding results indicate that mutation is the major phonetic process and metathesis holds the lowest frequency in 

this dialect. It should be said that the mutation seen in this dialect is mostly of consonant type. 
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